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Outrigger Resorts and Blue Note Entertainment Group partner  
to open internationally recognized music venue in Waikiki 

 

Blue Note Hawaii to serve as state’s premier venue for world-renowned performers 
 

WAIKIKI, HONOLULU, HAWAII – Outrigger Resorts is proud to announce a partnership with 
the iconic Blue Note Entertainment Group, with music clubs in New York, Washington D.C., 
Milan and two locations in Japan, to bring world-class music performances to Hawaii. Blue 
Note Hawaii will serve as the state’s premier venue for world-renowned artists, from jazz 
and blues to Hawaiian favorites.  
 

Located in the former Society of Seven showroom 
inside Outrigger Waikiki Beach Resort, Blue Note 
Hawaii will feature a wide range of musical 
entertainment – from local talent to international 
sensations – for limited engagements. As a part of 

Outrigger’s ongoing commitment to the musical arts, the performance venue will undergo 
an extensive, multi-million-dollar revitalization, creating a brand new venue in the heart of 
Hawaii’s most famed beach resort destination. Blue Note Hawaii is expected to open no 
later than early 2016. 
 
“This unprecedented partnership with Blue Note Entertainment Group changes the music 
entertainment landscape in Waikiki,” said Barbara Campbell, vice president of retail leasing 
and property management for Outrigger Enterprises Group. “Music is a universal language 
and Outrigger looks forward to sharing this form of art at our brand-new Blue Note Hawaii 
venue with music lovers from around the world and here in Hawaii.” 
 
When open, music fans can look forward to special room and show packages to be offered 
through Outrigger’s close relationship with its global network of travel partners within U.S., 
Japan, Korea, Australia and elsewhere. 
 
The 9,000 square-foot facility is being designed by local architecture and interior design firm 
InForm Design, and will seat over 300 patrons, showcasing two performances nightly in an 
intimate setting - seven days a week, 365 days a year. A state-of-the-art dedicated gift shop 
is also planned. Talent buying and programming will be handled out of Blue Note 
Entertainment Group’s New York office. Additionally, the venue will be available for private 
event bookings. 
 
Similar to other Blue Note locations, Blue Note Hawaii will feature leaders in jazz, as well as 
musicians of other genres, including top local island artists.  
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“In coming to Outrigger Waikiki Beach Resort, Blue Note Hawaii joins 50 years of music 
history, revitalizing the famous showroom where Society of Seven made a lasting mark on 
the musical landscape of Waikiki,” said Campbell.  
 
Through its partnership with Blue Note Entertainment Group, Outrigger is working with an 
organization that has presented many of the music industry’s greatest artists over the past 
35 years, including jazz legends such as Dizzy Gillespie, Chick Corea, Herbie Hancock, 
Wynton Marsalis, Dave Brubeck, Ray Charles, Oscar Peterson, Sarah Vaughn, Chris Botti and 
many more. 
 
“With our experience launching venues nationally and internationally, and our strong, 
impactful partner in Outrigger, Blue Note looks forward to bringing world renowned 
musicians to Hawaii,” said Danny Bensusan, founder and CEO of Blue Note Entertainment 
Group. “We are deeply committed to Blue Note Hawaii’s success.” 
 
The announcement coincides with other recent Blue Note Entertainment Group initiatives, 
such as its expansion to China. Blue Note Entertainment Group has partnered with 
Winbright Culture and Media Co., Ltd. (a wholly owned subsidiary of Beijing Winbright 
Investment Co., Ltd.). Blue Note Beijing also will open in 2016, followed by two additional 
locations in Shanghai and Taipei within the next three years. 
 
“Blue Note Entertainment Group has had venues in Japan for over three decades now,” said 
Bensusan. “The addition of two new clubs in Hawaii and China will bridge new music 
opportunities for artists and fans alike in the greater Asia Pacific/Oceania region. We’re 
proud to partner with both Outrigger Resorts and Winbright Culture and Media Co., Ltd. in 
these two endeavors. We are deeply committed to Blue Note’s success in both of these 
territories.” 
 
Blue Note Hawaii and China joins an impressive roster of venues between Outrigger Resorts 
and Blue Note Entertainment Group. Outrigger Resorts’ roster of musical venues includes 
Kani Ka Pila Grille, Duke’s Waikiki, Waikiki Beach Walk®, and a host of sponsored music 
events such as Mele Mei; the Na Hoku Hanohano Awards; the annual Waikiki Steel Guitar 
Festival, Slack Key Guitar Festival; Ukulele Festival; and more. Blue Note Entertainment 
Group owns and operates 10 music clubs worldwide, including venues in New York, 
Washington D.C., Milan and two locations in Japan. 
 

END 
 
About Blue Note Entertainment Group: 
Blue Note Entertainment Group, founded in 1981 by Danny Bensusan, is a multi-faceted entertainment company that 
owns and operates New York's Blue Note Jazz Club, B.B. King Blues Club & Grill, Highline Ballroom, Subrosa, and Lucille's 
Grill; The Howard Theatre (Washington D.C.); and Blue Note Jazz Clubs Worldwide (Tokyo and Nagoya, Japan and Milan, 
Italy). The company also programs the Regattabar Jazz Club (Cambridge, MA). Blue Note Entertainment Group presents 
shows outside of its club network. The annual Blue Note Jazz Festival was established in 2011 and has since grown to 
become the largest jazz festival in New York City each June. Subsidiaries of Blue Note Entertainment Group include the 
GRAMMY®-nominated record label Half Note Records, whose catalogue includes over fifty titles recorded live at New 
York's Blue Note Jazz Club, as well as Blue Note Travel, Management Group and Media Group. 
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About Outrigger Enterprises Group 
Outrigger Enterprises Group is one of the largest and fastest growing privately held global hospitality companies in the Asia 
Pacific, Oceania and Indian Ocean regions. As part of its unique hospitality offering, the values-based company extends 
exceptional hospitality and authentic cultural experiences at each of its properties worldwide. Guided by more than 67 
years of family leadership, Outrigger runs a highly successful, multi-branded portfolio of hotels, beachfront resorts, 
condominiums and vacation resort properties, including Outrigger® Resorts, Hawaii Vacation Condos by Outrigger®, 
OHANA® Hotels and Resorts, Embassy Suites®, Holiday Inn®, Best Western®, Wyndham Vacation Ownership® and Hilton 
Grand VacationsTM. Currently, Outrigger operates and/or has under development 43 properties with approximately 
10,000 rooms located in Hawaii; Australia; Guam; Fiji; Thailand; Mauritius; Maldives; Vietnam; and Hainan Island, China. 
For online information, log on at www.outriggerenterprisesgroup.com and www.outrigger.com. 
  
Join Outrigger's social network to Find Out. Find Outrigger! Follow @OutriggerResort on Twitter or become a fan on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/OutriggerResorts. For ongoing news, visit http://news.outrigger.com. 
 
Note: Outrigger Resorts is sensitive to and understands the importance of diacritical markings. In mediums where the reproduction 
of these markings is true (i.e., in print), diacritical markings will be used. If a communication crosses several mediums to include the 
Web, which does not always reproduce diacritical markings correctly, diacritical markings will not be used. 
 

MEDIA CONTACTS:  
Nancy Daniels, APR, Director of PR 
Outrigger Enterprises Group 
Ph: 808-921-6839 
Email: nancy.daniels@outrigger.com 
 

Jordy Freed, Director of Marketing & Publicity 
Blue Note Entertainment Group 
Ph: 212-475-0049 
Email: jordy@bluenote.net 
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